SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Planning, Parks and Open
Spaces Committee


All Members of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee to be held on Monday 19th May 2008 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

14th May 2008








S M Foster










        Town Clerk 
AGENDA

1. Apologies
2. To Receive Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members 

(a)  Prejudicial interests.

(b)  Personal interests.
3. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council











(Any plans received for comment by Sandy Town Council will be on display in the Committee Room from 7.15 p.m. onwards and Members are requested to view these prior to this item).
(See List Attached)
4. To approve the Minutes of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces   Committee Meeting held on Monday 17th March 2008 and the Special Meeting held on Monday 28th April 2008.
To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Monday 17th March 2008 and the Special Meeting held on Monday 28th April 2008 as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 12th May 2008. (Previously circulated)
5. Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Notifications from Mid Bedfordshire District Council
Site at the Rose & Crown, 14 London Road, Sandy. Planning Application for the conversion and extension of public house to 1 dwelling with detached double garage and erection of 3 terraced 3 bed cottages with parking and landscaping.

The notification of Appeal was reported to Committee on Monday 17th March 2008.  However, this has now been withdrawn and the file closed by Mid Beds Distrcit Council.
Site at 4 – 6 London Road, Sandy. Planning Application 07/02150/FULL for the residential development of 18 flats and 5 houses. A notice of the appeal has been received with the information that there will be a Hearing into the appeal.  The date of the Hearing will be notified in due course.
6. Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Decisions
b) Site at land to the rear of 152 St Neots Road, Sandy (copy of decision attached).
7. Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy
8. Request for the use of one senior football pitch at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground, season 2008/2009, made by Sandy FC.

To receive and consider Clerk’s report (Copy attached).


9. Possible Planning Training Day

To receive and consider Clerk’s report (Copy attached).

10. Street Lighting Column
To receive and consider Clerk’s report (Copy attached).

11. Queen’s Head Garden

To receive and consider Clerk’s report (Copy attached).

12. Litter Bins – Sunderland Road Recreation Ground

To receive and consider Clerk’s report (Copy attached).

13. Moles in Cemetery

To receive and consider Clerk’s report (Copy attached).

14. Parish Partnership Programme 

To receive and consider Clerk’s report (Copy attached).

15. Fence in Bedford Road Recreation Ground

To receive and consider Clerk’s report (Copy attached).

16. Fallowfield Open Space

To receive and consider the notes of the meeting held on Friday 18th June 2008 (Copy attached).

17. Press Release
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Clerk’s Report
8. Request for the use of one senior football pitch at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground, season 2008/2009, made by Sandy FC 

Sandy FC have written requesting the use of a senior football pitch at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground for the season 2008/2009.  Members will recall approving the use of pitches by Sandy Colts FC at their March meeting.  There is no problem with accommodating Sandy FC in addition to the Colts and it is an arrangement that has existed for a number of seasons.
(Committee is asked to consider the request from Sandy FC)

9. Possible Planning Training Day

Campaign to Protect Rural England, Bedfordshire Branch has written with regard to a possible training day for Members on the planning system, especially the emerging Local Development Framework.  They are exploring the likely demand for a full day’s course in late September or early October.  They would also like to know if a weekday or Saturday is preferable.

(Members are requested to indicate if they would be interested in such a course and if so whether on a weekday or Saturday).

10. Street Lighting Column

Notification has been received that one of the Town Council’s street lighting columns, number S3 in the Avenue, although not in immediate danger of collapsing, needs replacing.  The cost of this is £798.17 including all the electricity works.  

(Members are requested to approve the works and identify a source of funding - there is £5,281 in the contingency fund, or the amount could be sourced from the Interest on Capital Account)
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Clerk’s Report

11. Queen’s Head Garden

The extension work to the Tourist Information Centre is now complete.  Because of the shape of the new building two small triangles of land belonging to the Town Council are left unfenced in the Queen’s Head Garden.  It is proposed that the use of these triangles be offered to Greene King, while the title to them is retained by the Town Council. This will ensure that the land will remain the property of the Town Council and not be subsumed into the land belonging to the public house over time. 
(Members are requested to approve the granting of the right to use the land in question to the Queen’s Head Public House).
12. Litter Bins – Sunderland Road Recreation Ground

Sandy Enhancement Group has requested that additional litter bins be provided alongside the ditch in the Sunderland Road Recreation ground.  A suitable bin, mounted on a pole would cost £100.

(Members are requested to consider whether they would like to purchase additional litter bins for this location, if so, how many and the source of funding).

13. Moles in Cemetery

Complaints have been received about the amount of mole hills in the Cemetery. A member of the public has complained twice about almost injuring himself when falling over.  A licensed contractor was employed to exterminate the moles last summer and has been asked to carry out this work once more.  However, as a health and safety measure it is best practice to carry out this activity once every six weeks .  A quotation of £500 for this work has been obtained.

(Members are requested to consider whether a regular six week regime of mole extermination in the Cemetery be carried out at a cost of £500 and if so the source of the funding – as it is likely (if approved) to be included in the revenue budget in future Members may feel that the contingency amount is the best source of funds).
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14. Parish Partnership Programme 

At the last meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee  Council requested that the £15,000 allocated to the Town Council under the Parish Partnership Scheme should be used towards the Baulk street lighting scheme.  However, this scheme is ineligible for the Partnership money.  The alternatives were to resurface pavements around the Market Square/High Street area and to provide road signs in Sand Lane warning of recreational activities taking place.  Amey Contracting have now confirmed that the pavements in question will be resurfaced as part of the overall highway resurfacing.  The road signs will not cost £15,000 so this item needs to be reconsidered by Committee to decide where the funding should be spent.

(Members are requested to decide where they would like the bulk of the £15,000 Parish Partnership Scheme money to be spent).
15. Fence in Bedford Road Recreation Ground
Members will recall that a group, consisting of the Mayor, Cllr Aldis and Cllr Bartlett was tasked with investigating the problems faced by the householders adjoining the children’s play area. The fence alongside the play area is damaged on a regular basis by children playing football in the play area.  The solution proposed is to erect a palisade fence just inside the recreation ground which will run for the length of the hard surfaced play area.  The cost of this fence will be £2,000.
(Members are requested to consider whether or not the erection of palisade fencing along the hard surface play area in Bedford Road Recreation ground should be approved and if so the source of funding).
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